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By Angel Castaneda

Mr. Hipolito Vicente, or
“el Che”, as he would

like to be called, is our
new janitor. He is the
father of Fabbio, who was
one of our first graduates
in 2007, and Shelly, who
is now a Sophomore.

El Che was born in
Argentina and absolutely
loves soccer. It looks like
he will also be our new
soccer coach.

Welcome el Che!

Galina has decided to
take care of her new
baby, Paolo, full-time.
Her place will be taken by
her husband, our own
Martin, who is going to
add the library job and an
advisory to his already
busy business analyst
job. His phone extension
has changed to 333.
Good luck Martin!

Parents and Guardians,

As the semester draws quickly to a close, |
would like to remind you that all students
need to attend school through final exams.
All classes have either a final exam or
project, and it is very rare that students are
allowed to complete them early. In middle
school, students have the entire year to earn
passing grades in their classes. In high
school, each semester counts separately. As
a result, attendance and finals must be taken
seriously every semester.

For students in college classes, the last day
of class is December 7 — next Monday.
Students without recitation classes will have
that period off between December 8 and
December 15. Students who have recitation
classes must continue to attend their
recitation classes unless they have a “C” or
better in all of their high school classes. If
not, then they will use this time as a study
hall to get their work done. Also, we will have
a Final Exam schedule for all high school
students on December 16 and 17. On
December 18, Final grades are turned in by
teachers. During the holidays, the grades are
placed on permanent transcripts and we
make adjustments for the Spring semester.

For many of you, the end of the semester
expectations are routine, for some not. |
encourage you to make sure that your son or
daughter strongly prepares to take the
exams.
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On another note, the school’s charter is being
recommended for renewal by the district for
three years. The DPS board will vote on this
soon. This is usually a formality because the
discussions have already happened. If
anything unusual happens, | will let you know
in a separate letter. As for the renewal, the
district cited the strong growth of our students
on the CSAP test as the reason for their
continued commitment to Southwest Early
College. Very little was discussed about our
students’ ability to access college, or of their
demonstrated success in college. | did share
with the board the successes | shared with
you in the September newsletter at the public
hearing.

Speaking of CSAP, last year we promised
prizes to students who improved on the
CSAP by proficiency level. As we start to
gear up for helping students complete this
year’s test with even greater success, we will
have an assembly on December 9 to present
the student awards. This awards assembly
will also include honor roll students from last
year.

We have one other special event that | hope
you will take the time to attend. You will find
information about our first annual Arts and
Culture Fair, so | will only say that | hope to
see you there.

Sincerely,
Scott Rubin
CEO/Principal
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Just in case you didn't
know... Here are some
things you can find out by
clicking on our website.

- New student enrollment
form

- Our mission & vision
statements

- Board agenda & minutes

- Guide to 4 & 5 year
programs of study

- Links to your teachers’
googledocs

- Web calendar

- Link to library resources

- List of staff and emails

& &

W %( ")

% # # #
(%+

In Infinite Campus, parents
can check the students’
grades and attendance.

Username is the student’'s
DPS ID number. Password
is the student’s date of birth
(mmddyy).

Did you know that you can
also see the daily
announcements from the
parent portal?

We are closed when DPS
closes . In case SWEC is in
session when DPS is not,
you can check the local TV
stations 4, 7, 9, and 31.
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Buy your page in the
yearbook . 1/4 page is $10
1/2 page is $18. Please ask
a yearbook representative
for details.

Southwest Early College 3001 S Federal Blvd, Denver

By Scott Nguyen

One of the biggest impacts to me while | was
still in high school was taking college classes
at a college campus. Technically, | saved two
years of my life thanks to SWEC. | am able to
graduate from high school with my high school
diploma as well as my Associate in Science.
This will help me shorten my time in school
and as a result, help me get ahead in life.

The school as a whole gives its students an
idea of what college is like. Without sugar-
coating it, they tell us that college is a serious
step in a student’s life. College isn’'t something
that should be taken lightly and that attending
it and getting the education can determine
between a deadbeat adult, and a successful
adult. However, even though they are blunt
and know that this may bring fear and
uncertainty into its students eyes, they
reassure us that it isn’t as scary as it sounds,
as long as we give it our all, and that they will
be there to support us along the way.

The classes at SWEC are made similar to
college classes. We get to preview things that
we will be learning in college. We take classes
called “recitation”, which are specifically meant
to help the students in a single college

course. It is a place where we talk about the
materials we went over, do homework, and
simply get help. Consider it having two
teachers for one class, one that presents the
materials, and the other helps you understand
it more.

We all know college is expensive. However,
being a student of SWEC, | do not have to
worry about it because SWEC pays for every
college course that | take, including the
materials we need for the classes, such as
text books. | am able to take these college
courses FOR FREE! However that depends
on my attitude towards my courses. If | fail a
class, | am responsible for half of the tuition of
the course | took. The school is pretty much
saying “we are here to help you and support
you in any way possible, but there will be
repercussions if you do not take this seriously
and do your best in the courses.” The money
that SWEC provides for me is a generous
amount, so generous that | didn’t realize how
much they were putting towards their students
until | received a bill in the mail one day.

The main goals of high schools are simple -
educate their students, and prepare them for
college. Many high schools talk about
preparing its students. Southwest Early
College does this for its students, but then
takes it to another level. SWEC shows us
firsthand what it will be like. And what better
way to do so than giving us the classes. As
we all know, actions speak louder than words,
and SWEC is an action school.
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By Summer Martinez

Spirit Week at Southwest Early College is
officially a tradition. This is a great progress for
our school, and we had a BLAST! On Monday
— Hawaiian Day our boys, Heath and JJ, wore
coconut bras and grass skirts! On Tuesday —
Crazy Hair Day, we had wigs, spikes, hair
standing straight up, afros, and even the Jerry
Curl. On Wednesday — Super Hero Day,
Emanuel was Captain Phat and Adam
Gandara was Panda Man. On Thursday —
School Colors Day, we wore maroon, white,
and black.

On Friday, we played tag football and soccer.
Jayro, Carlos, Marcos, and Carl painted T-
shirts; Shelly, Luz, and Analisa painted faces;
and Corey, Cole, and Berto cooked up some
barbecued hamburgers and hotdogs. Yes,
we had spirit!

Homecoming king was Gizmo and queen
was Lucy. Junior prince was Chris, princess
was Erika, Sophomore Duke was Corey and
Duchess was Luz, and Freshmen Lord was
Austin and Lady was Hope. Angel took
fabulous  pictures,

and Michelle made

an awesome Tres

Leches cake! Of

course there were

music and dancing,

and we all had a
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Southwes
Early
College
Art and
Culture
Night

By Lisa Levad Ad designedy Carlo:
What happens when community experts
share their creative passion with the diverse
student body at Southwest Early College High
School? Magic. Preparations are underway
for the school’'s first annual Art and Culture
night, scheduled December 4", Every
afternoon the building is electric with
rehearsal and giddy teenagers.

The events of the evening will open with a
juried art exhibit accompanied by a festival of

food. Break dancers, coached by Ray-Ray
Maestas of Get With This will perform to
music produced by students in the Beat
Maker Club, directed by Maki Lucero
representing Latenite. Slam poets will
express themselves through Ilyric and
metaphor. The school rock band, managed
by Stephan Hume of Band Dynamics, will
cover a sampling of their musical influences.
Students in the ballroom dance program,
trained by Micah Speirs of the Fred Astaire
Dance Studio, will showcase their work on the
tango and cha-cha.

By Abigail Molina

On Friday Oct. 23, 2009, the Southwest Early
College seniors took a trip to visit the campus
of the University of Colorado at Boulder. This
field trip was really fun, and we were all able to
learn much about the school and its students.
Although, the school was very large in size,
we were not able to see all of it. The students
that gave us the tour were really nice and
were able to answer all of our questions. After
traveling on campus, we were able to gather in
a room and get more of our questions
answered, such as the tuition cost, the
different majors, their experiences, what it was
that they liked more about C.U. in comparison
to other schools, and so on. While discussing
the different majors and how our

credits would transfer, one of the college
students was surprised to find out that most
of us would be graduating and going into a 4-
year-college with 60 credit hours, when in her
two years at C.U. she has yet to complete so
many credits.

After our meeting and discussion with our
student tour guides we headed to lunch
where we were able to express our thoughts
about the University to each other. My friends
and | agreed that the campus had a friendly
environment and everyone attending Boulder
enjoyed being there and being part of the
C.U. Boulder community. The students of
C.U. looked like they had their eyes set on
their goal, and they knew what they had to
do. After having lunch, we all got together in a
room to get started on our college application
essays. We wrote down a list of things that
we thought could set us apart from other
applicants. This was really helpful, as we
were able to write all of our thoughts down
and get help from our teachers.

All'in all, I think | speak on behalf of everyone,
when | say that the field trip was a lot of fun
and a great learning experience for college
life. We were all able to learn a lot more about
C.U. and the students there. | am sure that
many S.E.C. students can see themselves
attending C.U. boulder.

Editor: Koko Moore

November 23-27
Fall break

November 11-
December 4

Auraria campus college
course registration

November 13
Last day to withdraw from
CCD class

November 30-
December 11

SWEC campus college
course registration

December 4
Art & Culture Night

December 7
Last day of CCD fall
classes

December 18
No School — Teacher
Planning Day

December 21-January 1
Winter break

January 4, 5
No School — Teacher
Planning Days

Our teachers are here to
help!

English : Wednesdays
in room 211

- Math: Mondays/
Wednesdays in room
207

The Robotics Club
needs a nearby garage to
build their robot in. If you
know of an adult willing to
let a robot live in their
garage for January and
February please let Mike
know. If you plan to be in
the Robotics Club please
come by room 101 and
sign up.




