
REALIZE YOUR FUTURE: 

One out of every four students completed 

their Associate degree prior to high school 

graduation. Over 90% òstartedó their col-

lege experience with college credits. The 

average student graduates with one year of 

college completed. 

 

THE COST IS FREE: 

As a public charter high school, we do not 

have tuition. In fact, families do not pay 

for college tuition or fees. Our estimates 

indicate that we save families up to $6,000 

in college tuition, the price a family would 

pay for a student to attend the Community 

College of Denver for two years. The 

counselor of a graduate who now attends 

the University of Denver says that his fam-

ily saved around $90,000 by coming to 

SEC for high school. 

NATIONAL BACKING:  

We are members of the National Middle 

College Consortium, and adhere to the prin-

ciples of the Consortium in running the 

school. Although Southwest Early College is 

only eight years, we rely on the support of 

people who have been 

helping urban youth 

access college for over 

30 years all around the 

nation. 

 

 

GREAT LOCATION AND SAFETY:  

We are located on the beautiful Colorado 

Heights University campus in Southwest 

Denver. We have full services of the campus 

police in making sure our students are safe, 

and in a safe learning environment. 

An Early College High 

School is: A small High 

School located on a college 

campus where students earn 

a high school diploma and an 

associate degree in four or 

five years. 

Southwest Early College 

Where students are 

successful in College and 

High School  

For more information visit 

our website at 

www.swecollege.org 
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Southwest Early College Charter High School 



Excerpt from ò2007-08 MCNC 
Early College High School Stu-
dents: College Coursework Par-
ticipation and Performanceó by 
Jennifer E. Kim and Elisabeth 
Barnett  
 
Introduction  
 

Early College is an initiative funded by 
the Gates Foundation, aimed at increas-
ing access to higher education for under-
served students. Launched in 2002, the 

initiative focuses 
on the develop-
ment of small 
schools in which 
high school stu-
dents earn both a 
high school di-

ploma and transferable college credits 
upon graduating from high school.  
The Middle College National Consor-
tium (MCNC) is one of several interme-
diary organizations awarded funds by 
the Gates Foundation to establish Early 
College High Schools (ECHSs). By the 
2007-08 school year, the organization 
was overseeing the development of 19 
such schools in eight states, with clusters 
in California and New York.  

Apply Now! 
 

Student 
 
Name: __________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________ 
 
City: ________________ Zip: ________ 
 
Date of Birth: _____________________ 
 
Current Grade: ____________________ 
 
Current School: ___________________ 
 
DPS ID: _________________________ 
 

Parent 
 
Name: __________________________ 
 
Best Phone: ______________________ 
 
Email: __________________________ 
 
I wish for my Student to be entered into the 
open lottery for admission to SEC for the 
2011-12 school year. 
 
__________________________________ 
Parent signature and date 
 
Please tear and return to SEC by 1/31/11. This can be 
mailed, FAXed, or hand delivered. You will be notified 
of the results of the lottery around February 16, 2011. 

Conclusion 
 
The MCNC and its schools have demon-
strated success in providing their high school 
students with early access to college courses, 
as well as increased access over time. MCNC 
students en-
roll in a vari-
ety of college 
classes, and 
earn substan-
tial numbers 
of college 
credits dur-
ing their high 
school years. 
These data provide evidence that a wide range 
of students can participate and perform suc-
cessfully in college courses when given the 
opportunity. 

Southwest Early College 
Supports All Students 
 
Every student meets in an Advisory class at 
least once per week. This advisor becomes 
your student advocate for all four years at 
SEC. 
 
We transition students into college classes 
by having high school teachers teach a 
study class to go with each of four named 
college classes. Then students take classes 
together, before eventually taking them on 
their own with limited support, 
 
We offer after school tutoring, Saturday 
school, Study Hall classes, and Mentoring 
classes to provide support for struggling 
students. 
 
Every students gets an individual learning 
plan. 

Southwest Early College 
Phone: (303) 935-5473 
Fax: (303) 935-5591 
E-mail: sean.sturr@swecollege.org 

SEC Facts and Highlights: 
 
Over the last two years 98% of graduates had 
completed college freshman English. 
 
Last yearsõ graduates are now attending: 
University of Denver, CSU, CU Boulder, CU 
Denver, Metropolitan State, Wyoming Tech, Red 
Rocks CC and the Community College of 
Denver, most at no cost to their family. 
 
17 out of 72 graduates completed their Associate 
degree in four years. 
 
Over 300 students took college classes last year. 
 
The average graduate had over 30 college credits 
(one year of college) by graduation. 

Student Activities at SEC 
 
Student Government and Council 
Ballroom Dancing 
Break Dancing (B-Boys) 
Beat Making 
Boys Soccer 
Girls Basketball 
Chess Club 
Yearbook 
Outdoor Adventure Club 
Robotics Club 

A glimpse into SEC and the early college initiative 


